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Editors’ NoteEditors’ Note
The first time we celebrated Tet, we felt totally lost.
We had only lived in Vietnam for a couple of months
at that point and while we were enthusiastic about
participating in Tet, we felt like there was so much to
learn. Not to forget, we were only in the early days of
Where in Vietnam too. We were far from being pros.
Discovering the highly circulated Santa Fe
Relocation’s Tet Survival Guide was our savior, we
were so impressed with its thoroughness and always
shared the valuable tool.

Flash forward to the fall of 23' where we got to meet
Santa Fe Relocation’s team and learn more about
their passion for Vietnam.  They have been sharing this
trusted resource for 14 years and we at Where In
Vietnam are honoured to be the first people they’ve
partnered with on this irreplaceable guide. 

We hope you enjoy this as much as we’ve enjoyed
working together on this. 

Where In Vietnam
YOUR GO TO SOURCE FOR LIFESTYLE & EVENTS
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The date of celebration vary year to
year as it is based on the lunar
calendar. This year is from Friday Feb 9
to Wed Feb 14

The Basics

Vietnamese traditionally celebrate Tết from the 15th
day of the 12th lunar month to the 15th day of the 1st
lunar month. Businesses often slow down two weeks
before and two weeks after TET.

All About Tet

This is the busiest time of year in Vietnam and
one of the most important celebrations in
Vietnamese culture, you’ll see an uptick in
family gatherings, trips and general festivities
across the country 

Tết is short for Tết Nguyên Đán which means
"Festival of the First Day of the Year"

New Years Eve
on Feb 9

New Year
on Feb 10
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The Year of the Dragon 
Năm Rồng in Vietnamese 

The
Year of

the
Dragon

holds a place of honor as one of
the 12 zodiac animals.

Dragons aren't just in stories in
Vietnam; they're a big part of
life all year! Think dragon
dances, processions, and even
dragon boat races. Now, picture
how awesome it is when it's
actually the Year of the Dragon!

The story goes like this: Lạc Long
Quân, a dragon lord, and Âu Cơ,
a fairy, are at the heart of a
beloved tale.

It's not just a cool story, but
also a key part of Vietnam's
heritage, celebrating the
dragon's kindness and its deep
connection to Vietnamese
culture.

In Vietnamese culture, dragons
mean power, luck, and
prosperity. If you're born in the
Year of the Dragon, you're
thought to inherit these
qualities. No wonder it's a
zodiac sign everyone wants!

All About Tet
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The last time it was the Year of the
Wood Dragon was 1964!

The Year of the Wood Dragon infuses
the dynamic dragon energy with the
grounding influence of wood. Wood
Dragons, known for their strength,
versatility, and resilience, bring a
balanced blend of assertiveness and
compassion and symbolize growth
and renewal.

Individuals born in the Year of the
Wood Dragon are believed to possess
an innate ability to navigate
challenges with grace, foster
collaboration, and cultivate
sustainable change.

Birth Rates go up
during Dragon years
as it’s seen as an
auspicious sign! 

Zodiac Element:
The year of the
Wood Dragon! 

FUN FACT

All About Tet
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Let’s Talk Tết!

01
Chúc Mừng Năm Mới
(Chook moong numb moi)

Happy New Year

Live to be 100 years old -
used by children for elders.

05
Sức khoẻ dồi dào
(Suok kewa yoi yao)

03
An khang thịnh vượng
(Ang khang tinh vuong)

07
Tiền vô như nước
(Th-ien voh nhu nhuk)

02
Sống lâu trăm tuổi
(Sowng l-ow chrum th-ui)

06
Cung hỉ phát tài
(Khung he fak th-ai)

04
Vạn sự như ý 
(Vant su nhu ee)

08
Nhiều may mắn
(nhew maye manh)

Security, good health,
and prosperity

May a myriad of things go
according to your will

Plenty of health

Congratulations and be
prosperous (from the
Cantonese, Gung hay fat choy) 

May money flow in like
water - used informally

Good luck

Vietnamese English
Translation

All About Tet 
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Safety
Note

All About Tet 

As with any major holiday that emphasizes gifts, money and
family, this can put extra financial stress on individuals.
There’s always in uptick in petty thefts around this time. 

DO be mindful of your belongings when going out
DO double-check your doors and windows before leaving
your home. Make sure that everything is locked. 
DO put your wallet, mobile phone, car keys in a safe place. 
DO be mindful when in crowds or on busy streets

This is also a time where you will see more traffic police in
major areas. Drive safely.
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Tết
Preparation
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The celebration of        is all about
cleaning out old energies and ushering in
new energies for the New Year.
Cleaning, purchasing new clothes, and
sharing good fortune are common
themes in getting ready for the
celebration. These common traditions
and customs come alive in every aspect
of life! 

Tết

Tet Preparation
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At Home

 Trang Trí Bàn Thờ

Altar
Decoration

Dọn Nhà
In the weeks before Tết, everyone
in Vietnam gets busy cleaning their
homes from top to bottom. It's not
just about dusting and sweeping –
it's a symbolic way to kick out last
year's bad luck and open the doors
wide for good fortune in the new
year. Plus, it's the perfect time for a
little home makeover!

Families decorate altars with fresh flowers, fruits, and
meaningful items. It's all about honoring ancestors and
inviting their blessings for the new year. It's a beautiful

tradition that brings everyone together.

Thorough Cleaning 

Tet Preparation
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Through Food

Traditional Eats

In Vietnamese, celebrating Tết is
called "ăn Tết," which literally means
"eat Tết." This just goes to show how
central food is to the festivities
On New Year's Eve, it's all about
family and feasting in Vietnam. The
Tất Niên meal is a big deal – it marks
the end of the old year. The table is
filled with traditional dishes, each with
its own special meaning. It's a time for
sharing laughs and stories with loved
ones, making it a truly heartwarming
occasion.

Tightly packed sticky rice with
meat or bean fillings wrapped in
Lá Dong (Bánh Chưng in the
north) or banana leaves (Bánh
Tét in the south). Considered an
indispensable dish of Tet, Bánh
Chưng or Bánh Tét is placed on
the family altars to honor the
ancestors and pray for their
support in the new year.

Bánh Chưng and Bánh Tét

Tet Preparation
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Củ Kiệu

Dưa Hành

Hạt Dưa

Thịt Kho Tàu

Mứt

roasted watermelon seeds

pickled small leeks

These dried candied fruits
are rarely eaten at any
outside of Tết

Meat Stewed in Coconut
Juice, a traditional dish of
pork belly and medium
boiled eggs stewed
overnight in a broth-like
sauce, often eaten with
pickled bean sprouts and
chives and white rice.

pickled onion and cabbage

Tet Preparation
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Mâm Ngũ Quả

Families  have a beautiful tradition for Tết: setting up a
tray of five fruits on the altar, known as “Mâm Ngũ Quả.”  
In Asian mythology, the world is believed to be made up of
five basic elements: metal, wood, water, fire, and earth.
This fruit tray is a way to symbolize these elements at
home. It's not just about representation, though; it's also a
symbol of hopes for abundant crops and prosperity in the
year ahead.

Fruit offering in the North
include kumquats, bananas,
oranges and Buddha hands.

Fruit offering in the South include
custard apples, coconuts, papayas,
mango and goolar fig. In Vietnamese
they are “Cầu ,Dừa, Đủ , Xoài, Sung”
which in the South literally is a
prayer to “have enough to use” in the
New Year

North

South

Tet Preparation
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On the
Day

The climax of Tết celebrations happen
between the last day of the old year,
February 9 - this year, and the first
three days of the New Year, February
10 to 12. 

On New Year's Eve, it's all about
family dinner, making sure every
member is there. The stroke of
midnight, known as Giao Thừa, is
super special. It's when the old year
passes into the new. This is the time for
personal prayers, thanking the God of
Heaven and the God of Earth for their
blessings.

And out on the streets? It's a festival
of colors and sounds – firecrackers,
drums, gongs, along with vibrant
dances and parades!

Tet Preparation
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The first person to enter a home
after midnight is known as the
"first-footer" or người xông đất.
This person's arrival is believed
to influence the family's fortune
for the year, and they often
bring gifts for luck. 

The first day of Tết is all about family
time. It's a special day for the kids, as
they receive red envelopes filled with
money, called Lì Xì, from the older
members of the family. Traditionally,
kids dress up in new clothes and greet
their elders with Tết wishes. After the
greetings, they get the exciting Lì Xì. In
the days that follow, it's time to visit
other relatives and friends, continuing
the celebration.

On the DayOn the Day

Tet Preparation
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Tếtiquette
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Share
Your 
Lì Xì

The tradition of Lì Xì, or 'Lucky
Money,' is a cherished part of Tết.
The lucky money is given in bright
red envelopes, which you can easily
find in bookshops, market stalls,
and of course, on Lazada. It's a
practice that brings joy to everyone
during the season. You'll see Lucky
Money being exchanged all over
the place: parents giving it to their
friends' children, teachers to
students, and even management
teams to employees. It's a lovely
way of spreading good fortune and
happiness during the festive season.

The amount of Li Xi can be
from VND 20,000 to
500,000. Depending on the
relationship between the
giver and receiver, you may
offer more or less. (or USD)

For full-time staff average 200,000
to 500,000. For other staff (ie. trash
collector, shared security, etc…)  
100,000 to 200,000. You may also
give Li Xi to their children  50,000
to 100,000

Tetiquette
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+
BONUS

13th
month
salary

During Tết, if you have household
helpers, drivers, gardeners, and
similar staff, it's customary to
give them not just their salaries
but also a Lì Xì (Lucky Money) or
a bonus. This might be the
standard 13th-month salary,
depending on your agreement.
The bonus usually depends on
how long they've been with you
and how satisfied you are with
their work. 

Generally, if someone has
worked for you for over a year,
the bonus starts at one month's
salary and could go up to two or
three months, based on what you
feel is appropriate. For those
who've been with you for less
than a year, the bonus amount is
up to you.

Before Tết kicks off, it's a good
practice to hand out their
salaries along with the bonus in
a red envelope. You wish them a
happy Tết and a great time with
their families. For employers
who've already paid bonuses at
the end of the calendar or fiscal
year, a smaller Lì Xì is still given
for good luck.

Tetiquette
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Tetiquette

1. DO learn the Vietnamese
greetings.  Join the
festivities by wishing other
people a Happy New Year
in Vietnamese - Chúc Mừng
Năm Mới 

2. DO give out Lì Xì. Your
children can also be part of
the most exciting part of
the New Year – give out  
red envelopes to them to
bring good luck! 

3. DO give back anything
you borrowed and go into
the new year debt free.

4. DO Fix what’s broken:
Fix and replace the old
with new.

5. DO Buy and Wear New
Clothes: Bright colors for
luck and prosperity.

DO’S
Do's & Dont’s
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Tetiquette

1. DON’T Argue, Swear, and Say
Negative Things: Avoid putting
bad energy out.

2. DON’T Commit Cruelty: Do
not hurt people or animals. It is
often recommended to set
animals free. Common ones are
birds.

3. DON’T Sweep! Sweeping is
believed to remove good
fortune and flow of money out
of your home

4. DON’T Wear Black and
White Clothes

5. DON’T refuse anything others
give or wish during Tết

6. DON’T enter in anybody’s
home on the first day of Tết,
unless invited (Feb 10). In many
households, the father (or
sometimes the whole family) is
the first visitor. Many people
and businesses will pick an
auspicious date and time to
leave their homes and/or start
their businesses.

7. DON’T close doors and block
the wealth from entering

DONT’S
Do's & Dont’s
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Favourable
Colours

Red and Yellow are symbolic
for Happiness,Success, Beauty
& Good Fortune. 

Everywhere you look these
colors are seen in ornaments,
lanterns, lucky envelopes, and
clothing!

Tetiquette
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Gift
Giving

Gift Giving

1

2

In the South, you'll see the spectacular
yellow Hoa Mai popular for their vibrant
color and significance. Up in the North,
Hoa Đào takes the spotlight in pink - a
hardy flower that thrives in dry, cold
weather brightening up grey days.

Both these flowers add a special touch
to the Tết celebrations, embodying hope
and renewal. Blooming flowers symbolize
the rebirth of spring. 

Hoa Mai & Hoa Đào Flowers

Beyond Lucky Money, it’s always wise to
come bearing gifts! Here’s a cheat sheet
of what to consider this time of year:

Kumquat Tree
Like a “family tree”, the Kumquat
plant symbolizes the many
generations of a household.  
TIP: Remember, when buying
plants, you should purchase them
closer to the holiday as the
plants should be fresh and bloom
for Tết.

3Wine & Gift Baskets
Historically wine was kept in
pottery gourds and was believed
to contain the essence of heaven
and earth, nowadays; those old
gourds are replaced by modern
wine bottles. The meaning and
tradition of giving wine has
remained unchanged. 

4
Red symbolizes good luck,
prosperity, joyfulness and
contentment. Whichever gifts
you plan to give, place a
priority on the red and yellow
(gold) and avoid dark colors.

5Red Items Greeting Cards
Like western culture, greeting
cards are also shared. Typically
printed in vivid colors like red or
yellow and with distinctive images
such as apricot and peach
blossom, sticky rice cake and
zodiac sign.
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Flower
Power
When Tết rolls around, cities and
towns in Vietnam turn into a sea
of flowers – it's like a big,
blooming party!

Picture this: flower exhibitions
with stunning, intricate floral
displays. They're not just a treat
for the eyes; they're full of hope
for the new year. 

Just like the pine tree is a big
deal for Christmas in the West,
Vietnamese homes get decked  
with all sorts of flowers and
plants for Tết. 

The traditional favorites? 
Hoa Đào (Peach Blossom),
Hoa Mai (Ochna Integerrima),
Cây Quất (Kumquat Tree). 

They're not just pretty; it's all
about bringing that festive,
prosperous vibe into every home!

Hoa MaiHoa Mai

Hoa ĐàoHoa Đào

Cây QuấtCây Quất

Gift Giving
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Gift Giving

Several gifts are considered taboo
Watches, clocks

time is associated with death

Anything black
is bad luck

Knives, scissors, forks
cutting away good luck

Anything related to fire
related to turbulant energy

Handkerchiefs
symbolizes tears and sweat 
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Allow us to introduce ourselves
and explain why we have
joined together to provide you
with this extensive resource for
the most festive season of the
year in Vietnam.

Both Sante Fe Relocation and
Where In Vietnam serve as
businesses that help
Internationals settle into their
homes. Our driving forces are to
bring comfortability and ease
into your life during your
adventurous journey of change.

From helping you physically
move in, and providing
logistical services, to guiding
you to the best coffee shop and
meet-ups within the community,
we are two businesses that are
here to support.

The Tet celebration is so special
and unique. There is no better
way to truly experience the
culture of Vietnam than to dive
into their most beloved holiday.

We thank you for downloading
this guide and hope to connect
with you more. 

Sponsors

27

https://www.santaferelo.com/en/
http://www.whereinvietnam.com/


CONTACT STEPHANIE
TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT SANTA FE

General Director
Stephanie.Ralainarivo@santaferelo.com
+84 90 8096 222

STEPHANIE RALAINARIVO

Scan to learn more

Moving is challenging at the best of
times, let alone when you’re moving
halfway around the world. There are
endless logistics to figure out in the
backend and even more uncertainty
when it comes to the day-to-day of
your life. 

Santa Fe Relocation is a specialized
Global Mobility company with
offices around the world that aim to
soothe headaches for Human
Resource specialists, companies and
move-ees alike.

Santa Fe’s expertise goes beyond
their six decades of extended
logistical know-how: the Santa Fe
difference comes down to the power
of our team. Every member
seamlessly adds a much-needed
level of humanity to 

the more corporate and administrative
tasks that can feel overwhelming like
visa immigration, orientation, packing
and delivery.

Plus their local insight and personalized
approach means individuals and
families have a tailored-made
experience so they are well taken care
of and supported from the initial job
offer to arriving at their new
destination (and everything in
between).

Whether you’re looking to relocate to
Vietnam, or if you’re looking for new
challenges elsewhere, Santa Fe
Relocation is the ultimate resource to
use to make sure you thrive in your new
life. Wherever it may be. 

ABOUT SANTA FE RELOCATION

Mission
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Creating Meaningful
Connections

since 2019

Our Promise

About Where In Vietnam

We want to make sure you enjoy the best of life in Vietnam.
From accessible street food to luxury hotel getaways: We
aim to offer a well-rounded experience!

Our compass is the you, guiding us to craft experiences
that resonate. We’re not just a blog, we’re not just a
business: we’re a community.

You might know us by another name.

Where in Hanoi and Where in HCMC are our
flagship brands and how you might know us best.

Where in Vietnam is how we refer to our network of
accounts and community presence. 

We’re here to support you, from inspiring you to add  
more adventure to your life to introducing your

business to our audience.  
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Events &
Activities 

HCMC
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Events & Activities HCMC

At Nguyen Hue Street. 

This dragon year will include
the  the biggest mascot ever
made for flower street but also
intends to communicate the
importance of environment
protection, with 90% of the
mascot material will be made
from bamboo and water
hyacinth.

Feb 7 - Feb 14

Annual Flower
Street

24 Jan to 14 Feb

Youth Cultural
House

At 4 Pham Ngoc Thach, D1. 

Popular with locals
Includes:

Vietnamese Calligraphy.
Flower decoration on street
with over 100 yellow
flowers of the Hoa Mai
(ochna integerrima)
Traditional Vietnamese
food
Lion dances, drum
performances, music shows
and more
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Feb 2 – Noon Feb 9

Ben Binh Dong Flower Market
District 8

One of the oldest flower
markets popular with locals.  
The flowers here are brought
from Mekong Delta to HCMC by
boat and sold on the riverside
with traditional music
performance, Lion dance on
boats, river decoration with
opening ceremony on Feb 4.

Jan 25 - Feb 9

Events & Activities HCMC

Located in more than 174 places
in HCMC the biggest ones are

23/9 Park Pham Ngu Lao
Street near Ben Thanh Market,
D1
Gia Dinh Park corner of
Nguyen Kiem Street and
Nguyen Thai Son Street, Binh
Thanh.
Le Van Tam Park corner of
Hai Ba Trung Street and Dien
Bien Phu Street, D.3)
Phu My Hung  D7

      Flower
Markets
Tết
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Feb 3 to Feb 13

 6.30pm Feb 6 to Feb 15

Events & Activities HCMC

Crescent
Flower Street

Tao Dan
Flower Festival

Crescent Mall, D7

Traditional country
Vietnamese food and
flower market and
Vietnamese traditional
music performance every
night. The Flower market
inside Crescent Mall will
be from 02 to 09 Feb.

Tao Dan Park 
55C Nguyen Thi Minh Khai
Street, D3

Includes flower, bonsai, fish
exhibition area, traditional
festival area, games,
calligraphy, a souvenir area
with music and traditional
martial arts performances. 

Entry tickets is 30.000VND
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5.00pm Feb 7  to Feb 14

Events & Activities HCMC

Book Street
Festival

Amusement
Parks 

Le Loi street, Dist.1, This
festival will be stocked with
hundred of free books as
gifts – “Lì xì sách” on 10
Feb.

Dam Sen Park – corner of Hoa
Binh Street and Lac Long Quan
Street, Dist. 11

Dai Nam Park - Thu Dau Mot
Town in Binh Duong Province; 

Suoi Tien Park – Ha Noi
Highway in Dist. 9

All locations will have many
special performances.

34

https://www.instagram.com/whereinhcmc/


Events & Activities HCMC

Lunar New Year’s
Eve Fireworks

On New Years eve, from midnight at
11 locations:

1. Thu Thiem Tunnel (Thu Duc Side)
2. Ben Noc Memorial (Thu Duc City) 
3. Dam Sen Park (District 11) 
4. Ben Duoc Memorial Temple (Cu Chi) 
5. Cu Chi Culture House (Cu Chi) 
6. Rung Sac Square (Can Gio)
 7. Mau Than Memorial (Binh Chanh) 
8. Culture Park (Go Vap) 
9. Nga Ba Giong (Hoc Mon) 
10. Administrative Center Square  
(District 7) 
11. Binh Tri Dong Residential Area        
(Binh Tan)

From 00:00 on Feb 10
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SUN
28 Jan

Youth Cultural House THU
1 Feb

Youth Cultural House

MON
29 Jan

Youth Cultural House FRI
2 Feb

Flower Markets
Youth Cultural House

TUE
30 Jan

Youth Cultural House SAT
3 Feb

Crescent Flower Street
Flower Markets
Youth Cultural House

WED
31 Jan

Youth Cultural House SUN
4 Feb

Crescent Flower Street
Flower Markets
Youth Cultural House

new year calendar
of events

Events & Activities HCMC

Jan-Feb 
2024

HCMC

MON
5 Feb

Crescent Flower Street
Flower Markets
Youth Cultural House

THU
8 Feb

Flower Street (D.1)
Book Street Festival
Tao Dan Flower Festival
Crescent Flower Street 
Flower Markets
Youth Cultural House

TUE
6 Feb

Tao Dan Flower Festival
Crescent Flower Street 
Flower Festival
Youth Cultural House

FRI
9 Feb

NEW YEAR’s EVE
Fireworks
Flower Street (D.1)
Book Street Festival
Tao Dan Flower Festival 
Crescent Flower Street
Flower Markets
Youth Cultural House

WED
7 Feb

Flower Street (D.1)
Book Street Festival
Tao Dan Flower Festival
Crescent Flower Street 
Flower Markets
Youth Cultural House

SAT
10 Feb
(1st Day
of Tet)

Flower Street (D.1)
Book Street Festival
Tao Dan Flower Festival 
Crescent Flower Street
Youth Cultural House
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SUN
11 Feb
(2nd
Day of
Tet)

Flower Street (D.1)
Book Street Festival
Tao Dan Flower Festival 
Crescent Flower Street
Youth Cultural House

THU
15 Feb

Tao Dan Flower Festival 

MON
12 Feb
(3rd
Day of
Tet)

Flower Street (D.1)
Book Street Festival
Tao Dan Flower Festival 
Crescent Flower Street
Youth Cultural House

TUE
13 Feb

Flower Street (D.1)
Book Street Festival
Tao Dan Flower Festival 
Crescent Flower Street
Youth Cultural House

WED
14 Feb

Flower Street (D.1)
Book Street Festival
Tao Dan Flower Festival 
Youth Cultural House

HCMC
new year calendar
of events

Events & Activities HCMC

Jan-Feb 
2024

CHÚC
MỪNG
NĂM
MỚI
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Events &
Activities 

HANOI
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Jan 20 to Noon Feb 9

Jan 26 to Feb 1

Events & Activities Hanoi

Tết Flower
Markets

Spring Festival

Hang Luoc
Hang Ruoi
Hang Khoai
Hang Ma
Phung Hung
Tuoi Tre Park
Quang Ba,
Quang An
Buoi Street

At Vietnam Art and Culture
Exhibition Center 
No. 5 Hoa Lu, Hanoi

The Spring Festival introduces and
honors the traditional Tet cultural
beauty of 54 Vietnamese ethnic
groups with with stalls selling
famous peaches, spring flowers
and ornamental products; includes
exhibition space for agricultural
products, high quality specialties,
OCOP products from these
regions. There are also exchanges
and art performances to enjoy 

Nghi Tam
Yen Phu
Au Co
Lac Long Quan
Bac Tu Liem
Vo Chi Cong
Xuan La.
Nguyen Hoang Ton
Hoang Quoc Viet
Thong Nhat Park

Hanoi city has organized 83
Spots of Spring flower market
for Lunar New Year 2024. Here
are a few.
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8 am till 5 pm everyday

Events & Activities Hanoi

Hoa Lo Prison

This historic prison was built in
19th century. In 1993, in order to
meet the economic development
of Ha Noi, the Vietnamese
government retained a part of
Hoa Lo to transform into a
historical relic. This is also a “Red
Address” for educating people of
all backgrounds, especially
young generations, on the
patriotic and revolutionary
traditions of those who sacrificed
themselves for the sake of the
nation’s independence and
freedom.

 8 am till 5 pm everyday

The Imperial
Citadel of
Thang Long

Inscribed on the World Heritage
List by UNESCO’s World Heritage
Committee in 2010. Its
Outstanding Universal Values are
reflected in its historical
longevity, its continuous role as a
seat of power, and its multiple
cultural layers.

close on 8, 9, 10, 11 Feb
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 Feb 11 till May 11

Events & Activities Hanoi

Tourists and locals in the capital city
of Hanoi will have an opportunity to
enjoy a feast of dazzling light and
traditional music and a taste of
quintessence of Vietnamese
educational history while engaging
in the night tour in the heart of
Hanoi.

Night tour - 19:20 to 22:30  
Wednesdays, Saturdays and
Sundays
3D Mapping presentation -  20:00,
21:00 and 22:00. 

Full Schedule 
https://vanmieunighttour.com 

The Huong
Pagoda

The pagoda Tourism Festival
2024 will take place in 3
months, Feb till May. This is a big
festival considered as a feature
of Northern culture. 

8 am till 5 pm everyday

Only closed on Feb 9 (all day); Feb 10 (am)

Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
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 8 am till 5 pm everyday

The Cultural Exchange Center
of Hanoi Old Quarter:           
50 Dao Duy Tu, Hoan Kiem

1.

Arts and Culture Center:        
22 Hang Buom, Hang Buom
ward

2.

Hanoi Studio Gallery:       23-
25 Mac Dinh Chi, Truc Bach,  
Ba Dinh

3.

Vietnam Museum of Ethnology:
Nguyen Van Huyen St, Cau
Giay Dist,

4.

Vietnam National Village for
Ethnic Culture and Tourism:
Dong Mo, Son Tay town

5.

National Archives Centre N1:  
5 Vu Pham Ham st., Yen Hoa
ward, Cau Giay Dist

6.

Events & Activities Hanoi

Performances

close on 8, 9, 10, 11 Feb
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Events & Activities Hanoi

From 00:00 on Feb 10

Hanoi city sets off fireworks in 30
districts, towns and cities to
welcome the new year, on the
night of the New Year's Eve. 

Hoan Kiem District                 
in front of the Head Office of
the New Hanoi Newspaper
and in front of the Hanoi Post
Office
Battlefield in Tay Ho District  
at Lac Long Quan Flower
Garden, in front of the district
People's Committee gate
Battleground in Nam Tu Liem                  
at the F1 racetrack campus,
Phu Do ward
Hai Ba Trung District            
the Monument Island of Uncle
Ho and Uncle Ton, Thong Nhat
Park, Le Dai Hanh ward
Battlefield in Ha Dong district
Ho Van Quan, Van Quan ward
Battlefield in Son Tay town  
Son Tay Ancient Citadel

Lunar New Year’s
Eve Fireworks

43

https://www.instagram.com/whereinhanoi/


Events & Activities Hanoi & HCMC

Activities for
both cities

Broadcast at 08:10 pm
Feb 9 2024 

Watch on VTV3

The show is named after the
Vietnamese mythology’s Kitchen
Gods who fly up to Heaven on
the 23rd day of the twelfth lunar
month to report to Ngoc Hoang
(the Jade Emperor or the
Heaven Ruler) on what went on
in that household throughout the
year. On the show, the Gods
report everything that
happened on Earth throughout
the year with a sarcastic twist.

Kitchen God Show

Remain Open Thru Tết

Cinemas

Check their web pages for
viewing times:

Lotte Cinema
www.lottecinemavn.com
Galaxy Cine
www.galaxycine.vn
CGV                  
www.cgv.vn/en
BHD Star
http://bhdstar.vn/en
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SUN
28 Jan

Tet Flower Markets 
Spring Festival
Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

THU
1 Feb

Tet Flower Markets
Spring Festival
Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

MON
29 Jan

Tet Flower Markets
Spring Festival
Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

FRI
2 Feb

Tet Flower Markets
Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

TUE
30 Jan

Tet Flower Markets
Spring Festival
Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

SAT
3 Feb

Tet Flower Markets
Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

WED
31 Jan

Tet Flower Markets
Spring Festival
Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

More listings next page!

HANOI
new year calendar
of events

Events & Activities Hanoi

Jan-Feb 
2024
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SUN
4 Feb

Tet Flower Markets
Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

THU
8 Feb

Tet Flower Markets
Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)

MON
5 Feb

Tet Flower Markets
Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

FRI
9 Feb
(New
Year’s
Eve)

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Fireworks
Tet Flower Markets
Vietnamese Tet Hoa Lo
Prison Relic

TUE
6 Feb

Tet Flower Markets
Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

SAT
10 Feb
(1st Day
of Tet)

Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
– Open from pm only
The Huong Pagoda

WED
7 Feb

Tet Flower Markets
Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

More listings next page!

HANOI
new year calendar
of events

Events & Activities Hanoi

Jan-Feb 
2024
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SUN
11 Feb
(2nd Day
of Tet)

Tet Flower Markets
Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

THU
15 Feb

Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

MON
12 Feb
(3rd Day
of Tet)

Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

FRI
16 Feb

Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

TUE
13 Feb

Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

SAT
17 Feb

Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

WED
14 Feb

Hoa Lo Prison Relic
Van Mieu-Quoc Tu Giam
(the Temple of Literature)
The Imperial Citadel of
Thang Long
The Huong Pagoda

HANOI
new year calendar
of events

Events & Activities Hanoi

Jan-Feb 
2024
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Travelling during Tết? 
Here’s what to prepare:

Allow PLENTY of extra travel time. Airports and mass transport
will be at an all time high.

Take out cash in advance as it is often that ATM's run
out and banks are closed,

see next page
for business
closure dates

Section title

1

2

While businesses in expat areas and big cities will have flexible
hours, more local and rural areas will be closed almost entirely.
Expect to see surcharges on travel and general services, as well.

It’s best to stock up on supplies to
last at least 1-2 days.

There are limited taxi services available  expect longer delays
for retrieving rides in apps like Grab. Or be sure to book your
ride in advance.

3

4

5
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Business
Closures

HCMC

IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER 

We have printed out information received from establishments who
provided us with their opening schedules. THIS LISTING IS NOT
COMPREHENSIVE.

Information shared are correct at the time of printing. Thanks to
Facebook communities for their help in collating the information.
Note: We collate this guide every year for the community, so please
do not hesitate to suggest places to add on to the list by emailing us
at Vietnam@SantaFeRelo.Com, Subject "Tet Survival Guide Listing".

Establishments are encouraged to contact us 1 month before Lunar
New Year so that we can arrange for them to be part of the Santa
Fe Tet Survival Guide.

https://www.instagram.com/whereinhcmc/?hl=en


Establishment Dist Type 8-Feb 9-Feb 10-Feb 11-Feb 12-Feb 13-Feb 14-Feb

29 30 1 2 3 4 5

Close

Open

HCMC Business Closures

Delivery
(Y/N)

50

R = Restaurant
B = Bar
G = Grocery Store
S = Shopping

RSM= Supermarket
C= Cafes
E= Entertainment
BS=Beauty Salon
M=Health
Comp=Complexe
H = Hotel

K = Kids Activities
VET, Medical, Dental
SP = Spa
A = Activity
D = Dental
BK= Bakery
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HCMC Business Closures

54

R = Restaurant
B = Bar
G = Grocery Store
S = Shopping

Close Open

SM= Supermarket
C= Cafes
E= Entertainment
BS=Beauty Salon
M=Health
Comp=Complexe
H = Hotel

K = Kids Activities
VET, Medical, Dental
SP = Spa
A = Activity
D = Dental
BK= Bakery

29 30 1 2 3 4 5

Establishment Dist Type 8-Feb 9-Feb 10-Feb 11-Feb 12-Feb 13-Feb 14-Feb
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Business
Closures

HANOI

IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER 

We have printed out information received from establishments who
provided us with their opening schedules. THIS LISTING IS NOT
COMPREHENSIVE.

Information shared are correct at the time of printing. Thanks to
Facebook communities for their help in collating the information.
Note: We collate this guide every year for the community, so please
do not hesitate to suggest places to add on to the list by emailing us
at Vietnam@SantaFeRelo.Com, Subject "Tet Survival Guide Listing".

Establishments are encouraged to contact us 1 month before Lunar
New Year so that we can arrange for them to be part of the Santa
Fe Tet Survival Guide.

https://www.instagram.com/whereinhanoi/?hl=en
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Establishment Dist Type 8-Feb 9-Feb 10-Feb 11-Feb 12-Feb 13-Feb 14-Feb

Hanoi Business Closures

56

Delivery
(Y/N)

R = Restaurant
B = Bar
A = Activity

G = Grocery Store
S = Shopping
M = Medical 

SM= Supermarket
C= Cafes
K = Kids Activites

E= Entertainment
BS=Beauty Salon
SP = Spa

Close

Open
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Hanoi Business Closures

57

Delivery
(Y/N)

R = Restaurant
B = Bar
A = Activity

G = Grocery Store
S = Shopping
M = Medical 

SM= Supermarket
C= Cafes
K = Kids Activites

E= Entertainment
BS=Beauty Salon
SP = Spa

Close

Open

https://www.santaferelo.com/en/


Business
Closures

DA NANG

IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER 

We have printed out information received from establishments who
provided us with their opening schedules. THIS LISTING IS NOT
COMPREHENSIVE.

Information shared are correct at the time of printing. Thanks to
Facebook communities for their help in collating the information.
Note: We collate this guide every year for the community, so please
do not hesitate to suggest places to add on to the list by emailing us
at Vietnam@SantaFeRelo.Com, Subject "Tet Survival Guide Listing".

Establishments are encouraged to contact us 1 month before Lunar
New Year so that we can arrange for them to be part of the Santa
Fe Tet Survival Guide.

https://www.instagram.com/whereindanang_/


Establishment Dist 8-Feb 9-Feb 10-Feb 11-Feb 12-Feb 13-Feb 14-Feb 15- Feb

29 30 31 1 2 3 4 5

Da Nang Business Closures

Type Delivery
(Y/N)

59

R = Restaurant
B = Bar
G = Grocery Store
S = Shopping

Close Open

SM= Supermarket
C= Cafes
E= Entertainment
BS=Beauty Salon
M=Medical

K = Kids Activities
SP = Spa
A = Activity
D = Dental
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Business
Closures

HOI AN

IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER 

We have printed out information received from establishments who
provided us with their opening schedules. THIS LISTING IS NOT
COMPREHENSIVE.

Information shared are correct at the time of printing. Thanks to
Facebook communities for their help in collating the information.
Note: We collate this guide every year for the community, so please
do not hesitate to suggest places to add on to the list by emailing us
at Vietnam@SantaFeRelo.Com, Subject "Tet Survival Guide Listing".

Establishments are encouraged to contact us 1 month before Lunar
New Year so that we can arrange for them to be part of the Santa
Fe Tet Survival Guide.
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Establishment Dist Type 8-Feb 9-Feb 10-Feb 11-Feb 12-Feb 13-Feb 14-Feb 15-Feb

28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5

Hoi An Business Closures

Delivery
(Y/N)

61

Close Open

R = Restaurant
B = Bar
G = Grocery Store
S = Shopping

SM= Supermarket
C= Cafes
E= Entertainment
BS=Beauty Salon
M=Medical

K = Kids Activities
SP = Spa
A = Activity
D = Dental
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Business
Closures

NHA TRANG

IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER 

We have printed out information received from establishments who
provided us with their opening schedules. THIS LISTING IS NOT
COMPREHENSIVE.

Information shared are correct at the time of printing. Thanks to
Facebook communities for their help in collating the information.
Note: We collate this guide every year for the community, so please
do not hesitate to suggest places to add on to the list by emailing us
at Vietnam@SantaFeRelo.Com, Subject "Tet Survival Guide Listing".

Establishments are encouraged to contact us 1 month before Lunar
New Year so that we can arrange for them to be part of the Santa
Fe Tet Survival Guide.



Establishment Dist 6-Feb 7-Feb 8-Feb 9-Feb 10-Feb 11-Feb 12-Feb 13-Feb 14-Feb

27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4

Nha Trang Business Closures

Type Delivery
(Y/N)

63
Close

Open R = Restaurant
B = Bar
G = Grocery Store
S = Shopping

SM= Supermarket
C= Cafes
E= Entertainment
BS=Beauty Salon
M=Medical

K = Kids Activities
SP = Spa
A = Activity
D = Dental

https://www.santaferelo.com/en/


Chúc Mừng
Năm Mới
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